
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 4, 2011 
Title:  Christ in You, the Hope of Glory 
Text:  Colossians 1:24-2:7 
Theme: The purpose of this passage is to encourage his audience to persevere in their 

pursuit of Christ. 
 
Illustration: 
A truck driver was hauling a load of 500 penguins to the zoo. Unfortunately, his truck broke 
down. He eventually waved down another truck and offered the driver $500 to take the 
penguins to the zoo. 
The next day the first truck driver got his truck fixed and drove into town and couldn’t believe 
his eyes! Just ahead of him he saw the second truck driver crossing the road with the 500 
penguins waddling single file behind him. He jumped out of his truck, ran up to the guy and 
said, “What’s going on? I gave you $500 to take these penguins to the zoo!”  
 
To which the man responded, “I did take them to the zoo. But I had enough money left over so now 
we’re going to the movies.” 
 
That guy didn’t fully understand what he was supposed to be doing. Likewise, many believers 
today are fuzzy about their sense of purpose. 
 
Introduction:  
Couched in this passage are three goals.  Noting the goals helps us understand the text.  Those 
goals are noted in 1:28, 2:2 and 4.  Those goals help define why we do what we do.  We also 
see what we are to do in order to achieve those goals.  Let us consider the text. 
  

“1:24-29 presents Paul and his special role. It is a kind of reinforcement of what has been 
said and a reaffirmation of Paul's key role and so of the authority of the letter. Within it we 
hear further reflection on what in many circles was controversial: the inclusion of Gentiles 
in the people of God. It had always been God's plan, but had only come to light recently 
through Christ (1:25-26). The goal was: "Christ in you", Gentiles, too! This is for you "the 
hope of glory" (1:27). Perhaps some Christian Jews still resisted the idea or, more likely, 
were insisting that these Gentiles must keep the whole Law. Not so, according to Paul and 
not so, according to this writer. The goal is mature human beings and this will be achieved 
through people having an ongoing relationship with the God of love through Christ (1:28), 
not through imposing restrictions on them.”1 
 

The Lord suffered with the express intent of bringing His children to ultimate conformity to 
Himself.  His suffering was for their glorification.  Paul’s mission was to fulfill God’s purpose 
in the lives of those for whom He suffered. 
 
The passage in front of us presents this incredible truth.  Initially, I wish to point out that the 
passage from 1:24 – 2:5 forms a parallel presentation of similar truths.  It is not an exact 
parallelism, but the similarities outweigh the differences. 
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1:24 “I rejoice” (chairo) 
 1:25,26 “I am made a minister, to fulfill the word of God” 
   1:27 “Christ in you, the hope of glory” 
   1:28 “That we may present every man perfect” 
    1:29 “I labor, striving”(agovizomai) 
    2:1 “What great conflict I have”(agon)  
   2:2 “That their hearts might be comforted” 
  2:3 “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
 2:4 “And this I say, lest any man should beguile you” 
2:5 “I am with you in the spirit, rejoicing” (chairo) 
 
To assist us in working through this text I will gather the various pieces and place them in an 
outline. 
 

I. Paul’s passion (1:24; 2:1). 
 
Verse 24 can be perplexing but again I would place the text in its larger context.  What Paul 
speaks to here he is also addressing in verses 23 and 28.  The problem in Colossae was assaults 
against the sufficiency of Jesus Christ to not only save but to sanctify or finish what He began.  
What God began He would finish.   
 
Recently I had to dig a trench that was 18 inches deep and 75 feet long.  In Waukesha County 
with our rocky soil this can be a formidable task.  I knew where I was going and I knew the 
trench would be dug.  I began the task and eventually rented a trencher.  A trencher is a 
machine that looks like a chain saw but is much larger and has the singular purpose of digging 
through rock and soil.  Fortunately for me I have a son who is much younger (as sons typically 
are) and much stronger than his father.  My son began the trenching.  I thought I would relieve 
him and grabbed the trencher of about 30 seconds.  I felt I was in the grip of a giant who shook 
me like I was a bag of bones.  My son than jumped back on the trencher and after one hour of 
body and bone jarring work finished the task.  What I began and knew would be done, he 
finished.   
 
Although the parallel is flawed, this is Paul’s language.  God in Christ began the work, and 
Paul would now finish the work, in behalf of God for the church. 
 

A. Paul’s passion is seen in his joy (1:24; 2:5) 
 
Although the work was exhausting and agonizing, my son rejoiced in finishing the task and 
helping his father.  This idea is no less true of Paul.   
 
“Rejoicing” is a present active indicative.  In both verses it is chairo.  Paul could rejoice in his 
sufferings for the Church.  Why?  He rejoiced because he recognized the divine intent behind 
his sufferings.  Paul was standing in the gap for the fledging church.  He stood in front 
receiving the verbal blows in order that the younger, growing church would be “firmly 
established and steadfast, not moved away from the hope of the gospel.” 
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Despite his hardship, Paul rejoiced because of the outcome of his suffering.  The goal of 
Christ’s suffering has not yet been achieved.  Paul’s labors were focused toward the fulfillment 
of that goal.  Paul had entered into the lives of those to whom he ministered.  Paul rejoiced 
over all who were persevering in the faith.  This is very much like the Apostle John’s statement 
in 1 and 2 John 3 and 4. 
 

B. Paul’s passion is seen in his suffering (1:24, 29; 2:1) 
 
My son was willing to help me because of his love for me, and again this is no less true of the 
apostle Paul as he labored for the Church out of love for Christ. 
 
Paul’s labor was marked by weariness and exhaustion.  Paul notes that he labored and 
agonized by means of the divine energy, an energy that was energizing him with enabling 
power.  Paul sought to make clear all that he did was by means of divine enablement.  Without 
God’s enabling power, his work was in vain.  Until we learn this fundamental truth we will 
continue to struggle in the pit of human inadequacy. 
 
Paul labored to the point of exhaustion.  It was hard work.  We live in a day and age in which 
we want to work less and indulge more.  I am not against retirement or rest, but I am against 
the idea that we are owed something, that we deserve better than this, that I am to pamper my 
flesh and must feed my physical appetites.  We of all people have become brainwashed by this 
world’s mindset.  And we must be on guard. 
 
Paul uses two words that accent God’s power working in his behalf.  Twice he uses our 
English word “energize” and once he uses our English word “dynamite”.  It is for this reason I 
made this statement, “Paul notes that he labored and agonized by means of the divine energy, 
an energy that was energizing him with enabling power.”   
 

“The word pathama [1:24], meaning ‘suffering,’ ‘affliction,’ or ‘misfortune,’ was used from 
the time of the Greek tragedians onward to denote that which befell a man and had to be 
accepted by him.”2  
 
“The woes of the Messiah, the afflictions of Christ, have already begun and when their 
appointed limit has been reached the coming age will be consummated and this present 
evil age will pass away.  All Christians participate in these sufferings; through them they 
enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22; 1 Thess. 3:3, 7).3   

 
God wrote into His Story the suffering of His people in the completion of His Story.  The 
mission of the church in the gathering of His people from every tribe, tongue, and nation is 
marked by suffering, agonizing, and exhausting work that can result in death.  Tertullian (2nd, 
3rd century) rightly noted, “The blood of martyrs is the seed of the church.” 
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“The apostle, through the sufferings which he endures in his own flesh contributes to the 
sum total of these eschatological afflictions.  By helping to fill up this predetermined 
measure Paul brings the end, the dawning of the future glory, so much closer.”4   
 
“Near the heart of Paul’s vision of reality, we find a sense of identification between the 
king, Jesus the Messiah, and his people.  This underlies the present passage, much of the 
rest of the letter, and a good deal in his other letters as well.  When an ambassador goes to a 
foreign court to represent a king or president, it is as though the king or president had paid 
the visit in person.  For Paul, part of the meaning of Jesus’ messiah-ship is that the Messiah 
represents all his people, so that what is true of him becomes true of them.”5  

 
“Paul sets out the very essence of the task which has been given him by God.  That task 
was to bring to men a new discovery, a secret kept throughout the ages and the generations 
and now revealed.  This was that the glorious hope of the gospel was not only for the Jews 
but for all men everywhere.”6   

 
In verse 24 the word “fulfilling” is a Present Active Indicative.  This particular phrase has 
caused great consternation.  In one commentary I read no less than six interpretations of it.  It 
has likewise caused me to read and reread it many times.  In understanding the idea behind 
this verse let us consider a couple of thoughts.   
 

• First, what is the intent of our Lord’s afflictions?  I believe His afflictions are/were 
redemptive in nature.  Thus the purpose of His sufferings was to secure salvation for 
mankind.   

 
• Second, what is the intent of this passage?  Apparently 1:28 suggests that it is to “present 

every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”  This, for me, is a parallel idea to the purpose of our 
Lord’s redemptive work.  This is the goal of His sufferings to present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus. This speaks of salvation’s culmination in individual glorification (Rom. 8:29, 
30).   

 
• Third, the ultimate goal of our Lord’s sufferings has not yet been fulfilled.  
 
• Fourth, Paul’s sufferings were for the purpose of assisting true believers in the fulfillment 

of this ultimate goal of individual glorification.   
 

• Finally, Paul could say I suffer in order to fill up that which is lacking in the afflictions of 
Christ.  My sufferings are for the perfecting of the individual that is the goal of Christ’s 
sufferings, but as of yet has not been fulfilled. 

 
The Church for which Paul labored to the point of weariness and exhaustion was unknown to 
him by face.  These people had never met Paul and yet he was willing to be spent for the cause 
of Christ so that His purposes might be fulfilled in their life.  If nothing else, this speaks of 
tremendous self-effacing activity on the apostle’s part. 
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1st principle – “Who Jesus Christ is and what He has done is worthy of all our affection and 
energy.” 
 

II. Paul’s preaching (1:25-28a; 2:2b-3). 
 
“Preach” is a Present Active Indicative. 
 

A. Paul’s preaching was a stewardship (vv. 25-27a) 
 
The same word in verse twenty-three (“I Paul am made a minister”) is the same as found here 
in verse twenty-five.  The word “minister” is our common word “deacon.”  Paul was a servant 
to the Church of God. 
 
The word “dispensation” is the English word “economy.”  It speaks of administration and 
stewardship.  With the Church a new economy is brought forth in the outworking of God’s 
immutable and eternal plan.  Another chapter within the one Story has begun.  Those within 
this economy have a distinct stewardship because of the progressive nature of revelation.  Paul 
was a minister within this dispensation. 
 
This is perhaps one of the best definitions of a biblical mystery anywhere.  The program of 
God as it is revealed in the Church was previously unknown, but is now being made known.   
 
The Church of God contains the riches of His glory (v. 27). Here is the truth of the Church’s 
wealth:  Christ in you, the hope of glory.  All that we have is to be found in Christ and in 
Christ alone.  I still find myself scrambling after those things that can never satisfy.  We live 
empty lives if we seek anything other than Christ. 
 
This is the mystery and the glory of Christ and His Church.  We stagger at the magnitude of 
such thinking and the wonderment that is to be ours as we meditate on this singular truth, 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  Not only is this true of the individual, but especially true of 
the church gathered. 
 
O how much grief would be banned if we only realized the enormity of this truth, “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.”  How much sin would be diverted if we first thought on this singular 
truth, “Christ in you, the hope of glory?” 
 
The Church Of God is universal in its scope (v. 27 “among the Gentiles”).  I simply point this 
out because what we have is not limited by ethnic background, educational prowess or 
financial backing.  Remember, to the Jew such knowledge was startling and to the Gentile it 
was liberating.  For those who thought such blessing was uniquely bestowed on certain 
ethnicities is limiting and tragic.  The truth of Christ in you, the hope of glory is for all who 
believe. 
 
How did he carry out his responsibilities?  Let us consider three sub-thoughts. 
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1. The activity of Paul’s preaching (“warning” and “teaching”) 
 

Both words are present active participles.  The word “warning” is our English word 
“nouthetic”.  He uses the common word didasko for teaching. 

 
a. His preaching was correctional  
  (“Warning” – To educate [nouthetic]) 
b. His preaching was constructional  
  (“Teaching” – To edify [didasko]) 

 
2. The audience of Paul’s preaching (“every man”) 

 
Paul’s usage is interesting in that it literally says, “every man”.  Paul is not limiting the idea to 
just the male gender.  Paul’s usage is inclusive.  We can better capture the idea with “every 
man, woman, and child.” 

 
3. The attribute of Paul’s preaching (“in all wisdom”) 

 
I understand the en to be an instrumental of manner.  “It indicates a circumstance which 
accompanies the action of the verb.”7  This idea is equally seen in his request found in 
Colossians 4:1-6.  Is it any wonder that Paul’s preaching was to be marked by wisdom if in 
Christ is all wisdom? 
 

B. Paul’s preaching was Christ-centered (1:27b; 2:2b, 3) 
 
Paul’s content in preaching (vv. 27b, 28a; 2:3); “Which Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Whom 
we preach.”  Paul preached Christ.  Paul’s gospel was Christ.  The Church of God is Christ.  
There is no other message and no other content worthy of such effort and activity.  In Christ 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Why do we look elsewhere when in 
Him is all we need?   
 
Paul would suffer, work to the point of exhaustion, and agonize in his labor because Jesus 
Christ is worthy of all our energy and affection.  This was true for Paul, it has been true of the 
Church global and is still true for us. 
 
Listen to the words of H.C.G. Moule, “Christ is his gospel.  He has much to say to them about 
the methods; but the much is all summed up in the One - “Whom we preach.”  Christ in His 
Person, in His reconciliation, in His indwelling life, in His coming glory, HE is the secret of the 
Christian alike for the beginnings and for the last developments of his regenerate condition 
and its activities.”8  
 
Consider the difficulty in which this race we run is won.  Consider the enormity of the 
confrontation.  Consider the length of the battle in which we are engaged.  Consider the 
doubts that plague us.  Consider all the questions that lie unanswered.  Consider the 
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onslaughts of those who would turn us from Christ.  Paul’s response, “To all this there is 
applied the antidote of JESUS CHRIST; and [He] is adequate.”9  
 
Chapter two verse 3 tells us that in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.  In an economy that is depressed locally, nationally, and globally there is still a 
place where your investment is 100% guaranteed.  All of our shadow wealth is of no 
consequence when contrasted to the one who casts the shadow.  How wealthy are you?  You 
are wealthy beyond anything you can imagine if your wealth is in Him. 
 
2nd principle – “Who Jesus Christ is and what He has done is our business.” 
 

III. Paul’s purpose (1:28b; 2:2, 4). 
 
Each of the following three verses has what is called a hina clause.  This Greek preposition 
speaks of result or purpose. 
 

“In view of the question, how can we stand, and grow, and be adult spiritual men, He is 
the secret.  He must stand in them, and they will stand.  He must grow in them and they 
will grow.”10   
 
“’Our sacred books in the East contain many noble precepts.  Your sacred Book contains 
not only the precepts, but the secret how to do them.’ So said a young Japanese student to 
me (H.C.G. Moule) at Cambridge, many years ago, on the eve of a wonderful discovery of 
the glory of Christ.  It is even thus.  The ‘secret how to do’ is in our sacred Book; and it is – 
‘Christ in you; whom we preach.’”11   

 
A. His purpose was to complete the believer (1:28b) 

 
Notice the parallel idea in verses 23, 24, “Filling up what is lacking.”  Paul’s purpose (ina) was 
to present every man perfect or complete (teleios) in Christ Jesus.  Paul’s labor and agony was 
so that we would persevere in order to fulfill the goal of Christ’s suffering.  Those who 
persevere would be presented perfect.   
 

B. His purpose was to encourage the believer (2:2) 
 
1. Their hearts will be comforted when they are knit together in love. 
 
2. Their hearts will be comforted when they understand the truth -- Christ in 

them, the hope of glory. 
 

C. His purpose was to protect the believer (2:4)  
 
Paul notes how if Christ is the content of our preaching it will prevent people from being 
beguiled by enticing words (2:4).  The answer to false doctrine is not fancy logic, but the truth 
concerning Christ. 
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3rd principle – “Who Jesus Christ is and what He has done completes, encourages and protects 
His church.” 
 
In light of all Paul has said we are now exhorted to persevere in the faith (2:6, 7).   
 
APPLICATION 
 
1. Our text answers the question, “Why?”  Why do we gather and why do we exist?  We 

gather and exist so that you the believer would be completed, encouraged, and protected. 
2. Our text defines for us what our business is, “We proclaim Him.”  The Church can have a 

business about it that is not His business.  If we are to suffer, work to exhaustion, and 
agonize in our labor, then let it be for Christ and His Church. 
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